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BZERIEL 32,13. 


Thou haft greedily gained of thy 
neighbours by extortion, and haft forgotten 
me, faith the Lord GOD, 


HE Author of mankind hath feen fit to give 

us fuch focial capacities, and form us fora 

E conftitution, under which we are fo necefla- 
tily dependent on one another, that no one 

can act againft the intereft of his community without 
endangering -his own happinefs. He hath laid us 
under the ftrongeft obligations, by the mutual ties of 
the benefit of fociety and our own good, to obferve 
the ftricteft rules of benevolence, juftice, and every 
public virtue. And that we might not be at a lofs- 
to know what is our duty to one another, he hath 
mercifully given us this plain rule, and fixed the 
ftandard in every man’s own bréatt, whatfcever ye 
would that men Jhould do unto you, do ye even fo to 
them. And to enforce this, he hath added the fevereft 
threatnings againft it’s violators, and every poflible 
encousagement for it’s obfervers; fo that no one, 
unlefs he is under the prevailng influence of an 
; exceedingly 
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an 

exceedingly depraved, wicked heart—and is aétuated 
by a dete/fably covetous, felfith difpofition, can plead 
ignorance of what is right in his common dealings 
with mankind. And yet how common is it for men, 
both to their own, and to the detriment of the public, 
to leap the bounds prefcribed them by this divine 
Jaw of natnreand revelation >— This was remarkably 
the cafe with the Ifraeliies——. After the death 
of King Solomon, under whofe reign, neyer were 
a people, perhaps, more ynited and happy, Rehoboam 
fucceeded to the throne—. Under him the people 
foon grew uneafy, complained of their heavy bur- 
dens; and a univerfa] murmur arofe, throughout the 
kingdom—. Petitions were prefered to-the King, 
but were anfwered with no other than thofe irri- 
_ tating, afflitive expreflions, my father made your yoke 
heavy, but I will add thereto: my father chaftifed 
you with whips, but I will chaftife you with feorpions, 
Upon this the people grew defperate, and cried out; 
what portion have we in David? and we have none 
inberitance in the fon of Jeffe: every man te your tents, 
O Ifrael: and now David fee to thine own houje. 
Every tribe, Judah and Benjamin excepted, unani+ 
moufly revolted from him.  Diftrefling wars imme- 
diately commenced between the ten tribes of Ifrael 
on the one fide, and the two houfes of Judah, and 
enjamin on the other. God made them inftru- 
ments of punifhment to each other, becaufe neither 
ferved him. The Lord teftified againf? Ifrael, and 
againf? Judah, becaufe they hardened their necks, 
and would not believe in the Lord their God. And 
all was adifimal feene of wars, and judgments upon 
the land, till both Judah and Jerufalem, were fo 
weakened, and deftroyed as to become an eafy prey 
to foreign’ powers; and the Babylonians made a 
‘compleat conqueft over them, In the time of their 
captivity, 


Ce) 
captivity, while they faffered the moft cruel fer- 
vitude, and were groaning under the burdens impofed 


.on them by their new mafters, they murmured 


againft GOD, and grew exceedingly vicious among 


- themfelves. The cry of their iniquities reached the 


eavens; and the Lord fent his Servant, Ezekiel, to 
reprove them for their fins—. With all the zeal, 
boldnefs and faithfulnefs of a Prophet, he lifted up 
his- voice like a trumpet, and pathetically exclaimed 
againft the fins of Jerufalem, fparing no order of 
men, as all were verily guilty. ‘Their Princes, and 
Rulers were exceedingly cruel and oppreflive—they 
even threw off the natural ties of kindred, fet /ighé 
by father, and mother, oppreffed the flranger, and 
vexed the fatherlefs, and the widow, to promote 
their own honor, wealth and dominion. ‘Their chief 
men, who ought to have done every thing they could 
to promote virtue and religion among the people, 
eaft off the fear of the Lord, defpifed holy things, 


‘and became the fad examples of lewdnefs, and abomi- 


nation—. Next to thefe, he lafhes the vices of 
the Priefts; for they in Jerufalem were culpable as 
well as others: her Priefts, faith God, have violated - 
my law, and profaned my holy things ; they have 
put no difference between the holy and profane—and 
have hid their eyes from my Sabbaths, and I am pro- 
Saned among them.—— And her prophets bave daubed 
them with untempered mortar. Thefe, and many 
other fins, prevailed in Jerufalem; which raifed the 
anger, and indignation of the Lord againft them. 
But it is commonly the cafe in all declenfions, per- 
haps, in every period of the world, that fome one fia 
is more general, and prevalent than any other, at - 
that time.———If we attend to the chapter, in which — 
the text is inferted, we fhall find this to have been 
the cafe with the Jews—Their predominant fin, 
which 
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which the Prophet charges upon every order of mea 
among them, as their circum(tances afforded them 
the opportunity to pradtife it, feems to have been, 
Extortion ; or interna! oppreflion. Which was the 
more inexcufable in them, as they, at the fame time, 
were complaining of oppreflion from their enemies— 
But fo inconfiftent is mankind, that the very things 
they efteem molt grievous in others, they frequently 
practife themfelves, So it was with Jerufalem. Her 
Princes, Rulers, Judges and great men, were like 
wolves devouring their prey, deftroying the people 
to increafe their own wealth. The Prophets pro- 
phefied for gain, and ftripped the people of their 
riches, at the fame time they neglected their fouls— 
yea, faith the Prophet, they have devoured fouls, have 
taken the treafure and precious things, and made her 
(Jerufalem) many widows in the midft thereof—< 
* Which they did,”. fays that learned Expofitor, 
Mr. Haft, “one while, by railing perfecutions, cutting - 


_ “ off bufbands from their wives; another while, and 


“which agrees moft with the place, perfuading, 
encouraging, and bewitching Zedekiah, and the 
* Princes, and People, to hold out the war, and run 
“all hazards and extremities of that fiege, which 
“ filled Jerufalem with dead hufbands, and forlorn 
“ widows.” And the people of the land have ufed 
oppreffion, and exercifed robbery, and have vexed thé 
poor and needy: yea, they have oppreffed the ftranger 
wrong fully. Forgetting this eternal rule of right, 
love thy neighbour as thy felf, they devoured one 
another, with an infatiable thirft for gain. So thar, 
upon fuppofition, there might be fome individuals, 
who kept themfelves free from their reigning fins, 
yet, to every order of men among them, taken’ 
colle&tively, the words of our text might furably 
apply ;—thou ba/? greedily gained of thy neighbours by 
extortion, and haft forgotten me, faith the Lord ae. 
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To drawa parallel between the fins and circim: 
fhances of the Jews and our own, is not my intention. 
The heavy Judgments, with which we are vilied, and 


that cry of extortion, and oppretiion, which rings 
through the Jand, affimilaés us in fome degree at leaft. 


Bs And how, fecing Almighty God, notwithftanding 
our exceeding ingratitude, and unthankfulnefs toward 
him, hath given-us this day to fee the beginning” ofa 
New- Year; can we do better thén to turn afide from 
our fecular affairs, aad employ a few moments ia 
refleating upon the increafing, predominant évil, with 
which we have clofed the lat ?— _O may we humble 
ourfelves before God, and devoutly pray for a fpeedy 
reformation, that by his fovran, rich grace, we may 
begin, and end this yearin a better manner than we 
have done the preceeding. 


Bi order to illuftrate the fubje&, and aé-mucli as 
poflible to accomodate it to the prefent purpofe, it 
will-be convenient for us, in the firft place, to confider 
the i import of the word, Extortion. 


," 


_ Secondly, to make fome remarks upon the origin 
- of this evil. 


é; e * 
Thirdly, to confider fomething of its evil nature, 
and hurtful tendency. 


Firft; let us confider the import of the word; 
‘Extortion, made ufe of in the text. 


In our language, it is not in all cafes, exaétly of the 
fame. fignification with the word oppreffion ; tho’ they 
are both frequently ufed inthe fame fenfe.  Oppre/jion, 
is a more general term, and is rather applied to 
authority, and fignifies various éinds of injuftice ; fuch 
as unrighteous Be es taxes—infringmente 
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of liberty, and the rights of confcience—and all fact? 
impofitions as are inimical to fociery, and contrary to 
the natural laws of juftice, and equity. But the 
word Exlortion, feems rather limited to the aéions 
of individuals ; and is applied to thofe more private 
advantages, which men take of the neceffities of 
others, in their common dealings, efpecially in cafes 
of buying, and felling ——but notwithftanding there 
may bethis difference in ftriétnefs, yet by common 
ufage, they are both frequently applied to the fame 
puspofes; and fometimes bear the fame fenfe in 
fcripmure, lev, 25. 14. If thou fell ought unto thy 
neighbour, or buye/? ought of thy neighbours band; ye 
Shall not opprefs one anotber. ere see 


Secondly, let us make fome remarks: upon the 
origin of this evil. 


This evil in ftriftnefs, no doubt takes its rife’ 
from the grand fource of all other fias, the depra- 
vity of the humem heart. Fhis is the root of all 
our moral calamities. From whence come wars and 
Sightings among you? come they not hence, even of 
Jour lujis, that war in your members 2 


_ But notwithftanding ‘alt Our “finfal adions {pring 
from the fame fource’ yet: they are: nor all alike. 
As in the branches of a tree, fome take their 
more immediate rife’ out of others, and make a 
very different appearance, tho’ all are nourithed by 
the fame ftuck, fo many fins, take their rife out. of 
others, and put on different zppearances, and yet are 
all fed by the fame original fountain. To inf¥ance- 
in covetoulnefs, and prodigality ; fins as ‘unlike’as 
fins can be ; thefe fpriag more immediately from dif- 
ferent lufts, or inclinations, and yet both are nourifhed 


. fromthe fame corrupt fountain, adepraved heart. 


Extortion 
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Extortion feems to be the progeny of an amazing 
avaricious /u/? atter worldly gain. For an inordi- 
nate defire after the world, may as properly be 
called a tuft, as any fin of whieh mankind may be 
guilly—. And fo ic is denominated in the holy 
{criptures: hence fays the Apoftle James, when 
{peaking of fuch; ye adulterers and adulterefes, 
know ye not that the friendlbip ef the world is 
enmity with God? whofoever therefore will be a 
Sriend of the world, is the enemy of God. {xtor- 
tion therefore we may conceive, arifes from an 
infatiable, avaricious defire of gain; a luft which 
feduces men into a train of oppreffive actions, and 
uvjuft, and iniquitous praétices, to increafe their 
own private interefts ; and betrays a mind, almoft 
too contracted, mean, and bafe to be called human, 


Thirdly, let us confider fomething of the evil 
mature, and hurtful tendency of Extortion. 


To give an adequate idea of the evil nature’ 
orto paint the burtful tendency of this dete/fable 
practice, language would be infufficient, and the 
power of defcription fail. To hint at a few things 
only, which are plain and obvious to every impar- 
tial obferver, is all I fhall attempt. 


1. Extortion is a breach of the natural laws of 
juftice and equity; for thefe all require, that in 
every fpecies of dealing with mankind, we fhould 
become mutually advantageous to each other. But 
the tendency of extortion is to advance a man’s own 
private intereft, and brine poverty, and diftrefs upon 
others. He who takes advantage of the necefliry of 
his neighbour, diminifhing As interefi 10 increafe 
Dis own, by not renderies an equivalent for what 
“: 2 he 
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pee isa violator of the laws of juftice and 
equity. ‘And the man whofe impartial confcience 
cannot anfwer in ‘the affirmative to this fimple 
queition, in every inftance of trade; have I done, 
as I would be done by ? mutt plead guilty. 


2. Extortion is a violation of the Jaws of mercy, 
kindnefs, and benevolence. Thefe all require us to , 
extend our pity and compaflion to our féllow crea- 
tures. Bartbe Extortioner exercifes none of thefe— 
His heart, his eyes, bis hands, and every bowel of 
love, and mercy are fhut againft the diftreffes and 
wants of others ; and his ears deaf ro all their com- 

_plaints—He matters nor how great a diminution 
others futtain in their wealth, and happivefs, if he 
can but fecure his: own. — "Lott to every» focial 
“virtue, he puts of the man, and affumes rather the 
Charaéter of fome voracious animal, who, to faiiate 
his own greedinels, would devour ail around him. 
Extortion, in a fpecial manaer, is very unmercitul, 
and deftreffing to the poor—* The want of the 
* ourward neceffaries of life is a fore calamity, and 
~ © what thercy requires us not only to ae 
“bat to do all tharis in qur power to relieve” 
“The poor are of this denomination—their circum: 
flances call for our pity and compaffioa—But what 
does the Extortioner ? Inftead of aitording relief, he 
adds to their miferies, and wants. a further, is 
Rot Extortios, in a great meefure, the caufe of 
their mfery ? dots it not bring the diftrefling 
calamity of pinching want upon thoufands, who 
Ocher wife might have Been ftrangers to fuch deep 
afflifion forever ! What # thocking refleétion doth 
this aford! What complacency can the Extortioner 
take in his unjat gaia, while many. from whom 
he has extorted it, aad who were idtided 10 his 
mercy 


. 
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mercy and compaflion, may be now groaning and 
dying for want? At leaft it is not owing to his 


benevolence if they are not.. How contrary is 


this to the rules of the benevolent Gofpel 5 which 
teacheth us not to be anxious for the meat that 
perifheth, but to abound in good works, and in the 
grace of liberality ? efpecially to extend mercy to the 
poor—for be that hath pity on the poor lendeth to 
the Lord——And faith the Pfalmift, biefed is he 
who confidereth the poor. 


3. Extortion is a breach of the natural laws of 
fociety. For it is not only cruel and unjuft treat- 
ment of individuals; but is exceedingly detrimental 
to the community, by weakening fociety, and en- 
dangering the ftate. The {trongeft bond of fociety — 
is. mutual intéreft, But to” this, Extortion is 
diametrically. oppofed. Sinifter motives are always 
oppofed. to the public good; but thefe are the 
‘principles which bias the foul, and influence the 
conduct of Extortioners., And as Extortion increafes, 
‘the public inrereft is Jeflened ; as all fupplies become 
proportionably d¢arer. But befides’ this it creates 
jealouties, excites feuds, and animofities, deftroys 
mutual confidence, and becomes the bane of that 
public uniow in which chiefly the ftrength of a 
State confitts. s 


“94! The Extortioner isa foe to himfelf; for by 


adting asainft the community, fo far as his influence, 
and importance extend, fo far he endangers his own 
happinefs, by deitroying that on which the protec- 
‘tion of his perfon and property depends. Sothat 
in ove view an Fxtortioner is as much a foe tothe 


“public and himfelf, as an enemy appearing in open 


‘arms; and it fome fenfe more fo ; for while the 


other 
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other fhows his intention, he is a more fecret enemy 
knawing out the bowels under the maik of a friend; 
and therefore ought as much to be oppofed. 


5. The Extortioner is not, only a foe to himfelf, 
his neighbour, and his country, but to his GOD; 
For he, who is fuch @ friend of the world, is the 
enemy of GOD. He makes the world 2s God, 
and forfakes the fountain of living waters. Thus 
faith the text, thou baf? greedily gained of thy neigh- 
bours by extortion, and haft forgotten me, faith the 
Lord God. But further, Extortioners may be faid to 
forget God, in their violating feveral of his particu- 
lar commands. For inftance, their conduc is a 
‘breach of the fixth command; for that requires every 
lawful endeavour to preferve the lives of others as well 
_ as of our own. But they would deitroy life, by 
diftrefling the poor andthe needy, the widow and 
the fatherlefs. “ The curfes of many ready to perifa 
come upon them,” Rene Re 


They violate the eightth command, which requires 
us to promote the wealth ar outward ejtate of others. 
But they unrighteoufly take ic from’them, invert 
the command of the Apoftle, and /ook every man 
on bis own things, but not on the things of others. 


Once more, they are tranfgreflors of the tenth 
command, which forbids every {pecies of covetoufnefs, 
and manifeft an unreafunable, avaricious defire after 
the wealth of others: heir covetous hearts know- 
ing no bounds, ike the horfe-leach continually cry . 
give, give. They are like greedy animals which can 
never have enough.—They all look to their cwn way, 
every one for his gain——They covet greedily all the 
day long —yeg aljo, asin the language of the Prophet, 

4 they - 
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they enlarge their defire as hell, and @s death, and 

‘cannot be fatisfed. Confequently, they are expofed . 
to the difpieafure, and judgments of God here, and 

to his wrath, and eterpal indignation hereafter ; for 

no Extortioner thal] enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 

So that let us view exfortionin what light we pleafe, 

we thal] find it dereftable in it’s nature, and dreadful 

in it’s confequences. 


Thus we have confidered fomething of the evil 
nature, and burtful tendency of the fin of extortion, 
that foe to God and man, which has invaded the 
land, and with mereilefs, unrelenting fury, threat 
deftru@tion all around ! 


Internal opprefion was not peculiar to the jJews— 
Mankind, under like circum(tances, are generally 
the fame—When opportunities have favored iit, others 
have difcovered the fame difpofition, and. run into 
fGimilar extremes, even the more enlightened age of 
the world, and the higheft profefling people not 
excepted ; as the prefent times are a melancholy 
witnefs! This deftroying evil has pervaded our. 
borders; and it’s increafing rapacity has become 
exceedingly calamitous! The threatning afpeat calls ~ 
apon every friend of God, of juftice, mercy, and 
benevolence to arife, and exert evety focial faculty 
to ftop i’s progrefs.—The voice ‘of God, more 
efpecially, calls upon the minifters of Chrift, in fome 
meafure, as Mofes did upon the children of Ifrael, 
when they had made themfelves naked with their 
idolatrous fins ; who is.on the Lord’s fide? gird on 
every man bis {piritual ford, and goin and out from 
gate to gate throughout the camp, and flay every man 
his fin, and pull down the iniquity that has fprang 
Sp among_us, a 
oo . Chrift’s 
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Chrif’s minifters are fet as centinels upon Jerus 
falem’s walls ; avd are under indifpen{able obligations 
to warn the wicked of their danger. ‘The folcna 
charge to Ezekiel, was in thefe words: Son of man, 
I have made thee a watchman unto ihe houfe of Irael : 
therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them 
warning from me. WhenT fay unto the uncked, thou 
foalt furely die, and thou give/t hun not warning; 
nor fpeakes? to warn-the wicked from his wicked way 
to fave his life: the fame wicked man foall die in bis 
imquity; but -bis blood will I require at thine hands 
Yet if thou warn the wicked, and hé turn not from 
his wickednefi—he foall die in his iniquity ; but ihou 
haft delivered thy foul.—— Son of man, 1 do fend: thee, 
unto the houfe of Ifrael ; for they have tranfgrefed 


_” againft? me— And thou, fon of man, be not afraid of 


them, neither be afraid of their words,—nor be dif- 
inayed at their looks —I do fend thee,—and thou foalt 
Speak my words ‘tnto them, whether they will bear, 
or whether they will forbear. Tho’ Chrilt’s. mi- 
nifters are not now commiflidned in this extraordinary 
manner, yet their obligations to be faithful are as 
_folemn, and as binding, as in the prophetic days. 


- Having this fofficient warrant, 1 fhall endeavour, 
by the afliftance of him, whofe caufe 1 am now 
pleading, to deliver my foul, and whether you will 
hear or forbear, plainly, and I hope faithfully, apply 
the fabje@. May the fear. of GOD ever keep me 


oy 


from that fear of man, which bringeth a fnares . 


And may that text be ever written upon my heart 
as with the point of a diamond : Cured be heithat 
doth the work of the Lord. deceitfully. - 


“Brom what has been faid, we can be “at nio lols’ - 


for the primary caufes of the reigning fin of ex- 
fortion at the prefent day, It obyioully oe 
r 
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From that Jove of money which is the root of all evils 


| “ahich while fome covet after they err from the faith, 


sand pierce themfelves through with many forrows, 
That greedinefs of gain,—that infaciable uit after 
the world which induced J/ariot to betray his Lord 


“and Mafter, is no doubt ao inducement with fome 


to betray their country—and as it were,’ to fell 
their God. , 

- But let us make fome inquiry into the more 
‘external or fecondary caufes of this evil, which has 
‘occafioned fuch loud complaints ; and which threateng 
bs, at this critical period, with internal deftruétion. 


The complaints in the country are chiefly levelled 
~again{t the merchants, in the maritime towns ;—that 
they have taken advantage of the times and laid 
€xtravagant prices on almoft every article, which 
the neceflities of the people have compelled them to 
a The country perceiving this, and 
nowing the trading towns could no more fubfilt 
without the produce of the lands, than they them- 
felves without the wares of the merchant, immedi- 
ately raifed: the price of almoft every neceffary of 
life, carried into. che markets, as high as the general 
demand would admit them. This has occafioned, 
an increafe of extravagance on cach fide, till the 
conduét of both has become exccedingly oppreflive.. 
Taking matters as it were by the grofs, and thefe 


_will no doubt be acknowledged, as the more often-— 


fible caufes of the prefent extortion; if we judge of 


_ things according to the general complaints. But if 


‘we more critically examine the matter, we {hell per- 
haps find, that this evil is not effected by any one 
~caufe alone, but by a number of accidental caufes com~ 


“bined together, ss not thefe be the caufeés i 
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I thall not prefame to be judge in the matter; or 
pretend to determine poflitively what are the caufes, 
but only hint at fome things by way of inquiry. 
Fave not the fcarcity of wares, and want of employ 
induced a number to become adventurers in foreign 
trade; the hazard now being extremely great, and the 
few comparatively who return with good voyages, 
have raifed infurances fo very high, befides all 
extra-expences in manning and fitting out, &c. which 
‘every one knows mift be much greater than before 
the war, that honeft trading merchants have been 
neceflitated to advance the. prices of goods ob- 
tained at fuch a rifk, and with fuch colts? Not to 
mention the loffes they have fuftained fince the war, 

by the ftagnation of trade, and otherwife, are not 

thefe reafons fafficient to juftify them? The honett 
_ Second-hand dealer may be obliged to advance upon 

the prices of his goods, as his fappliers advance upon 
~ him; and yet compared with other times, and with 
other things in the prefent times, his intereft may 
really fink rather than gain. Now ought we not 
in juftice to make great allowances for thele things? 


~~ Bat have not others, who ‘have fuftained no fuch 
Joffes, nor run any fuch hazards, taken advantage of 
thefe things,and extorted in their demands for every 
article they had to difpofe of, merely for the fake 
of private gain ? 


__ Are there not fome, who, feeing the circumftances 
of the. times gave them the opportunity, that peoples 
neceflities would compel them to purchafe at almoft 
any rate, have not had virtue enough to withftand 
the temptation; but deaf to the voice of juftice, 
reafon and confcience, and dead to the feelings of 
benevolence and humanity, have carried their extor- 

‘sion to. the greateit poflible length! k 
: Fe 
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“Are there not fome others, who had large ftocks 
_ on hand, for which fome might be deeply indebred 
_ to merchants abroad, and had ir not becn for the 
_ prefent unhappy ‘war, before this day might haye 
~ €ntered the lift of Bankrupts; who have extcrted 
upon their goods, that they might enable themfelves 
to purchafe the Wefl-lodia produce which has been 
watted fo plentifully into our poits, that they might 
Keep the trade in their owa hands, ‘purpofely to 
_ obtain what advances they pleafed ?- 


Again, is it not a fa& well known to many in 
the trading towns, that when foreigners have ritked 
a trade with us, and offered their commodities for 
fale in our ports, at reafonable prices, that fome of 
the larger trading merchants have purchafed their 
whole cargoes; giving not only more than they need 
to have done, but even more than was demanded; 
with a view tokeep up the value of the goods they 
had on hand? So mach have fome valued their 
Own intereft above the good of the public. 


Are not fach monopolizings and foreftallings as 
___thefe, the crime of Extoriion of the blackeft hue ! 


1 But if we revert our thoughts to the country, 
~ fall we not find the fame avaricious difpofition 
_ equally prevailing in moft places, in proportion to 
the trade carried on, and as the circumftances. of 
___ people give them an opportunity ? Does it not feem 
sas if the whole country was contaminated witha 
Spirit of felfifhnefs? Is there any other difference 
_ between the Merchant and the Farmer in this refpeé, 
than what arifes from their different circumflanccs ? 
Altho’ the merchants might have been firft in this 
_ iniquity, yet have not the country people eagerly 
followed ; till both have become jealous of each other, 
C2 and 
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and feem as if refolved, in fome inftances, to outdo 
jp Extortion !— From an impartial inquiry into 
thele affairs, does it not appear probable, at. lea‘t, 
that from fuch caufes combined this deftrudive evil 
takes it’s rife? And yet, how ready is every one to 
excufe himfelf from blame, and calt the faule upon 
others ?—-When perhaps, the greater part, if not all 
who are any. ways concerned in trade, whether in 
Town or Country, are either in a greaic¢r or lefs 
degree promoters of this internal oppreflion; in 
addition to'our other calamities. Does not the text 
therefore feem pertinent to our prefent circumftances, 
_ and apply as well to the Farmer, as to the Merchant ; 
thou haft greedily gained of thy neighbours by Extor- 
tion, and haft forgotten me, faith the Lord God, 


Let us next confider who are the more.immediate 
fufferers by this internal oppreflion. But this is 
Py dened, _ Neither the Merchant nor the 
Farmer, as individuals ; for thefe are appareatly 
- gainers—and thofe who are employed in public bu- 
finefs, many of them at leaft, the poor /oldiers ex- 
cepted, may find ‘ways and means by theirSalaries, 
Perquifires, or otherwife, to add as much to. their 
= private intereits as to balance their own loffes, if not 
amore. None of ttefe therefore are fo fenfibly 
affe&ted by it, as others: but all who depend alone 
upon fixed falaries, or their own private incomes,. 
having no concern ip trade, &e. are immediate and 
heavy fafferers. heir interefts are every day fink- 
ing, and their properties falling by the hand -of ex- 
torrion, in a word, every clafs of men, thofe in 
-pudlic_employ or fome trade or other excepted, are 
fuTeriay under the iron hand of mercilefs znternal 
Opprefiion. Bat the diftreffes of the Poor efpecially 
mult be inexpreflibly great, I do not mean’ of at 
reaps oe) ae gree R i; z in 
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kind however ; fome of ‘thefe doubtlefs know how 


to make advantage of the times, as wellas other 


men; and for ought we know, may have as greet a 
hand in Extortion, according to the fphere in which 
they act. I: is with them, no doubr, as with fome 
in higher rank, money never flowed in upon them 
fo faft before in life. Burt what, my Friends, 
muft become of the Aged and Infirm, the Widew 


and the Orphan ? Whar will become of thoufands, <*” 


who before thefe difficulties were but one remove 
' from pinching want? What can they fubfift on now? 
Will not their complaints reach the Heavens, and 
bring down the judgments of God ftill heavier upon 


us? O whereare thofe bowels of mercy, and cof; —— 


peffion, which all the ties of nature, humanity, and 
religion bind us.to exercife toward our foto: 
creatures? Are we dead to every tender feeling, 
_and benevolent affection ! Are we finking into that 
hardened fare of the Jews, when oppreffion llonw- 
ed up the needy, and made ihe poor of the land to fail ? 
Have we not reafon to fay with the Prophet, we 
look for sudgment, but there is:none; for falvation, 
but if is far from us: For our tranfareffions are 
multiplied—, and our fins teflify againfl us—. Tn 
tranfereffing and lying again/? the Lord, departing from 
the truth, fpcaking oppreffion. and revolt— Judgment 
is turned away backward, juftice flandeth afar off ; 
‘truth is fallen in the fireet, and equity cannot enter. 


o While the Merchant complains of the Farmer, and 
- ghe Farmer of the Merchant, are not both enriching 
themfelves with the fpoils of the poor?— But the 
Merchant perhaps will plead, that notwithftanding 
the has greatly advanced the prices of his wares, yet 
‘confidering the circumftances of the times, the lofs of 
_igradeé, Sc, he is not upon the whole a gainer by his 
trafick—. The Farmer may likewife plead, that 
ee the 
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the wares of the Merchant have rifen more in pros 
Ea to former ‘prices. than the produce of the 
arm, therefore notwith{tanding the high demands he 
makes forall Ais vendible articles, yet upon the whole 
he is not a gainer-——. Now if this be a fac, that 
both have enhanced the prices of your commodities, 
and yet neither Pe any thing by it, you mutt be- 
the more inexcufable {till : for if this be the cafe, 
then you mutt certaigly extort for the fake of op- 
' preflion, even without a temptation! But this fuppo> 
) fition will not readily be granted; therefore admit- 


ting that neither increafe your real, or perfonal 
eftaces, by your prefent trade, yet it is prefumed you 
ftill retain your interefts by grinding the face of the 
poor. So that view the matter in what light you 
pleafe, you cannot exculpate yourfelves from blame, 
What a melancholy cafe is this? Will not thefe words 
of the Prophet apply to us; the Lord will enter into. 
Judgment with the ancients of his people :— for ye 
| have eaten up the vineyard ; the fpoil of the poor is in 
your houfes. What mean ye that ye beat my people 
to pieces, and grind the faces of the poor? faith the 
ae Lord God of Ebfis. Are we not the generation, the 
wife man {peaks- of, whofe tecth are as /words, and 
their jaw-teeth as knives, to devour the poor from 
off the earth, and the needy from among men? 


Thefe are fome of the evils that individuals fuffer 
by the prefent Extortion—bnt if we confider it ina 
| more public view, how greatly does it injure, and en- 

danger the community? It affeéts the public in 
thefe feveral ways, ; 

7 ' 1. It difcourages, and makes uneafy all thofe, who 
are opprefled ; and has a natural tendency to create di- 
vifions, and de{troy-that harmony and union, in which 

= the flrength and happing{s of focieties greatly Salt 

; 3. i 
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' __ 2, It enhances the prices of almoft every Article, 

~ peceflary for the public fupply—for which there is 
‘pow the greateft demand ; and confequenily, ama- 
zingly increafes the public debt—. And here, if 
I miftake nor, the Extortioner is a finner again{t 
himfelf ; for to difcharge the load he mu{t in time, 
at leaft refund afhare of his unrighteous gain, 


3. Thefe things occafion the Emiflion of fuch 
floods of Paper-Currency, as neceflarily depreciates 
jts own value ;.and fo much the more involves the - 
public in difficulty. So that in faét, Extortion moft 
rapidly increafes the debt, depreciates the Currency, 
and finks the credit of the public ; and confequently 
is the greateft impolicy. And unlefs a fpeedy ftop 
‘can be put toits progrefs, by fome means or other, it 
will foon bring inevitable ruin upon the public, and 
render the increafing burthens of thoufands quite 
intolerable | But where then is our boafted love for 
-our country ? Where our patriotifm, and pretended 
zeal for the public good? Have not thefe been 
tipped about from tongue to tongue? Was all this 
feigned ? or was it a dream or mere delufion ? or 
was it a cloak to hidea {pirit as felfifh as man ? 
i ‘Were indifferent beings to view our conduét, what 
5 ‘would they think of us? Were the falfe colourings, 
5 with which men paint their aétions to be wiped off, 
and the mafk fairly taken away, would not the high 
| -pretenfions of patriori/m, and zeal for the public good, 
of multitudes appear to be little more than ambition 
‘and hypocrify ? Inftead of love and. zeal for our 
country, would not craft, avarice, and felf intereft. 
immeciately be thrown to view ? Inftead of honefty, 
purity of heart, and benovelence, fhould we not fee 
partiality, corruption, infidelity, and Extortion of the 
‘vileft kind, {talking thro? the land - Bi 
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But if we confider the matter ina more religious 
view, how calamitious and threatning is the prefent 
afpeét of the times ? Can there be a more certain 
evidence of the decay of religion, and the increafe of 
impiety, than the prefent- internal oppreflioa? Ie 
looks, in fhort, as if God had in fome degree forfaken 
us. It is certain, fo far as this iniquity prevails, we 
have forfaken him. The Almighty detelts this 
abomination ; and confiders it as a reproach againtt 
himfelf : for he that oppreffeth the poor, reproacheth 
bis maker: but he that honoreth him, hath mercy 
on the poor. “ave we not reafon to tremble at the 
rapa once denounced againit Jerufalem for. 
like fins ? Caf @ mount about her, faid the Lord of 
hofts, this is the city to be vifited, fheis whally oppreffion 
in the midft of her. As a fountain caffeth out ber. 


waters, fo fhe cafteth out her wickednefs: violence and. 


Spoil is heard in her, before me continually is grief. 


and wounds. Be injirudted, O Jerufalem, left my foul . 


ager nee thee : left Imake thee defolate, a land not. 
inhabited. Jerufalem would not hear the voice of. 
‘the Lord: and that great city, once the glory ef 
the world, is no more! O that we might be wife 
enough to fhun the rocks, which others have fplit 
againtt, left we fhare the fame fate!— Bat what can. 
the Extortioner expect ?, Nay, what can he pray for? 
Let his profeflions be what they may, to be confiltent 
with himfelf, his prayer, if ever he does pray, mult 
be fomething like this: 

“Q thou, Sovran Lord of the univerfe, accept 
“ofa tribute of thanks from. thy profeffing, worthy 


‘ 


“ fervant,, who rejoices, that thou hatt permitted — 


“ thofe public calamities, which have given'fo happy 
“an opportunity for the exercife of my unbounded, 
“ avaricious Jufts.. 1 congratulate myfelf at what I 
“have already accumulated by extorting from others. 

« May 


oe? 
_ © May my merchandize ftill profper, or my buf. 
“bandry increafe: but may /carcity and want ftilb 
“be the fate of my country; and more and more? 
" “abound. May the time fpeedily come, when I 
« thal be able to buy the poor for Jilver, and the needy 
“ for a pair of fbocs. May all my countrymen be 
“brought low ; and 1 be made Lord over them.— 
© QOfatiate my ambitious, avaricious defires, which — 
_ gre all as unbounded as the Ocean—and give me; 
“if poflible to live always: but if this may not be 
_ “granted, tho’ I cannot bear the thought of ever 
_ * dying ; and deprecate the horrible idea of parting, 
| “with my pofleffions, yet when I can enjoy my. 
“earthly paradife no longer, then give me th 
« Jargeft portion inthe paradife above.” e. 


- How fhocking to a pious mind would it be, to 
hear-a man in eatneft, addrefs his maker thus ! 
yet I dare appeal to the Extortioner’s own con{cience, 
if he has any, if this does not correfpond with his 
teal defires? The effence of prayer confifts in the ‘ 
teal défires of the heart. Let a man exprefs what 
he will in words, his real prayer is only what he 
B> withes: “xs! 


But are Merchants, Traders, and Farmers the 
only fet of men concerned in our internal opprefiion ? 
_ Atthe time when the Propher addreffed the Jews 
in thetext, every order of men among them, each 
in their own way, whether Priefts, Rulers; or Peo- 
ple, apparently acted from finifter motives ; and were 
promoters of their own calamities, by oppreflion, 
Some individuals indeed might have had the fear ~~ 
. Of God before them: but this number compared 
D -spftht 
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With the whole was doubtlefs fmall: but taken 


colleétively, every order among them either in a 
Sreater or lefsdegree were culpable. From the leaf? 
of them even unto the greate/i of them every one was 
&iven to covetoufne/s. + 


Bat is this the cafe’ wih evety denomination 
among sy? are we all gone out of the way? 
Has a felfith, ambitious, avaricious {pirit diffufed its 
baneful influenecs thro’ our land? Do the clergy 
frow imatieniive to the vices of meri, and lefs 
zealous for the Lord-of hods ? have they fufficiently 


founded the alarm and _a§.loudly exclaimed again{t 
our c'va fins.as the fins.of others? have they been 
"as watchful againft igcernal oppreflion, which is the 


greater evil, as againft oppreflion from abroad ? 
Do they daub with witenipered mortar, healing the 
burt of the daughter of God's people flightly, faying 


* peace, peace, when there is no peace £—and do the 


people love to have it fo? Are our rulers. tinged 
with the fame difpofuion? Are our Politicians 
bending their wits, and racking their inventions, to 


exalt themfelves? Are our Siatefmen practifing every 
_Ipecies of State-Craft, to promete felf intereft and 


self hovour?——. Have appointments, both in the 
civil and military deparements, been under the 
influence of finifter views?—has the promotion of 
Friends and Conneétions been more attended to, 
than the public good ?—Have many difgraced their 


Country, and the office they fuftained ; while others, 


who would hive done honour to both, have been 
wholly negleéted ? Are thote, who are employed ia 
public bufinefs, too much a€tuated by the fame {pirit ? 
Ina word are avarice, ambition, and Jelfifonefs, com- 
ee : bined 


Nn 
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_ bined together, become the governing Principle of the 
Times? 1 mean only ‘to put individuals upon feélf 
~ inquiry: I mean net to caft the leaft reflection 
upon any order of men whatever: nor would lL 
willingly fay a word to ftir up any groundlefs far- 
“g mifes: For J revere the true Patriot, the Friend to 
__ his Country, and the Liberties of mankind: but dete/? 
| the man, called by whatever name, “ who owes bis 
" greatnefs to his country’s ruin.” But altho’ | mean 
_ not to charge this crime of Estortion and felfithnefs ’ 
upon every man, yet does not the complexion of the 
"times urge us to thefe inquiries? If thefe things 
~ be true of ws, what a deplorable fitwation are we in! 
Our circumftances urgently requeft a mournful tear, | 
_ from every pitying eye, over ourfelves, and our Coun- 
try! Without a fpeedy reformation, how foon will 
_ the Jamentation,. of our all benevolent Savior over 
| Jervfalem, with a little variation, apply tous! O 
New-England, New-England, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as a hen gather~ 
eth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not } 
| O that thou hadft known, even thou, at leaft in this 
thy day the things that belong to thy peace £ but now 
they are hid from thine eyes. 


But let ys fearch our own hearts ; examine our 
own pragtices ; and apply the fubje€& more clofly to 
> ourfelves. Have we not followed the multitude to do 
evil, and greedily gained of our neighbours by Extor- 


‘tion, difirefiing individuals, and damaging the public ? 


~s would not be underftood to fuggeft that the people 
are worfe here, than in other places: 1 have no 


faid in this difcourfe, underftood as intended to 
D2 : convey 
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- -Feafon to think they are, Nor would I have a word, — 


~ 


( 28 ) 


convey the leaft perfoaal complaint, my Hearers, 
againit you—jattice and gratitude require the con- 
trary, having experienced much of your kindnefs 
and liberality, ever fince 1 have have had the happi- 
‘nefs to live ainong you: a grateful fenfe of which, ° 
-Taay L always retain upon my heart, 


But, my Friends, does not extortion abound here 
‘as weil as in other places? Who can fay, I have 
wathed my hands in Innocence, and am free from 
this fin of the times? Have we not more or lefs of 
the fame difpofition in each of our hearts? 1 prefome 
not to clear myfelf ; tho’ God has indeed, in his 
wife and merciful Providence, placed me in a fituation, 
where I am nor tried with the temptation to exercife 
it, “ But thould the cafe ever be otherwife, | humbly 

ray, and I afk your prayers for me, that 1 may be 
_ kept from fo great an evil. If we are concerned in 

-this abhorred fia, ler us now paufe a moment, and 
-refle& what an awful thing it is for us to bring fuch 

ae tipon ourfelves, and upon the land !+— 

set me iitreat you by every bowel of mercy, and 
benevolent paffion, to confider what you do!— 

Tiis life, with all its moft pleafurable enjoyments, 

is but a vapour: and gain, greedily gotten by extor- 

tion, is but a treafure of guilt and mifery to ac- 
company you into the eternal world! Will you 
take fo much pains, and feeming pleafure in ¢hat 
which muit coft you the keeneft, and moft bitter 

Tepentaace in this life; or elfe produce a great 

degree of guilt and anguihh to torture you in a 

world io come! For the Lord hath fpoken it, and 

will not go back ;—nor covetous—nor extortioners 
Lrail inkerit, the kingdom of GOD. 


ca 
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But you will plead perhaps, that the Merchants 
began firft, and therefore you are not to blame, 


But will this excufe you? So Eve was firft in the 
iranfgreffion, but did that excufe Adam, who willingly 


~. followed ? Will you like him, follew-others in ini- 


quity, and plunge yourfelves into the fame guile and 
mifery; and then as he did caft all the blame on 
others ?. rather than virtuoufly ftand alcae? Perhaps, 
felf-intereft has fo biafed, and. prejudiced your minds, 
that you do not difcern this evil in yourfelves, tho’ 
you may fee it in others. And fome may ‘argue, 
that as they are obliged to pay exorbitant prices for, 
what they purchafe, there is no iniquity in afking the 
like for what they fell. But while there are more 
purchafers than venders, this way of reafoning muft — 
be forever unjuft. And if it made as much againft 
your prefent intereft as it does for it, would you not 
readily fee it? Let us fuppofe a cafe, Whar if the 
public authority {hould encourage the extravagant 
demands of the Merchants; and at the fame time, 
force your commodities from you at the former ufual 
prices? would you not fee the injuftice of this ? would 
you fuffer i:? «would not every mouth be filled with 
the cry of oppreifion? and every exertion be made 
to fupprefs ic? Equal injuftice is now praétifed by 
the Merchant and Farmer both; and yet you do 
not feel it, or, if fenfible of it, do not reform. 


One peculiar aggravation attends this fin: If thofe 
who are guilty of it, fhould at laft be fo happy, as 
to find repentance and forgivenefs, yet from it’s 
yery nature, it will not admit of reftitution. How 
entting the reflection: of a penitent juft going into 

yee LOS eternity, 
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eternity, that he cannot right the injuries of the 
multitude he has wronged by his extertion ! 


—» But however willing ‘we are to excule ourfelves 


from blame, do we not fee this fin in others, and - 


profeffedly abhor it? Are we not then in danger of 
being numbered with thofe the Apoftle fpeaks of, 
coho knowing the judgments of GOD, that they whe 
commit fuch things are worthy of punifoment, and yet 
do the fame ?* Re ee Ee 


But you will fay perhaps, we are not infenfible 
of the evil; we acknewledge we have been faulty 
—but here we are——. How thall we go back e 
or by what means fhall we ftop it’s courfe ? What 


will it avail. for one to attempt it alone? His con-. 


dué will not influence the whole. “Fhe confequence 
of the attempt, would be his own ruin, without effeét- 
ing any good, “Each one may therefore fay, it is not 
my duty tomake the-trial. If others would reform, 
fo would I—. This is as much as to fay, when a 
fin is become general, it is no fin in an individual to 
practife it; or that it is no fin to follow a multitude 
to do evil. But what fays our bleffed Savior? Jf 
any man will come after me, let him deny himfelf, and 
take up his crofs and follow me. And he that does 
not comparatively even hate every worldly comfort, 
and is willing to forego them all for the fake of his 
duty to God, and his. fellow creatures, cannot bé 
 Chrift’s difciple. The meaning is, that whenever 
our Duty and temporal Intereft become competitors, 
the Jatter mult give way to the former. For what 


is a man profited, if he foall gain the whole world, 


and lofe his own Soul? or what foall a man give in. 
sy . exchange, 


\ 
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éxchange for his Soul? The benevoleft Jefus gave 
up even life itfelf to redeem us. And yet we are 


-unwilling to give up a little of our worldly intereft 


to redeem our brethren and country from diftrefs, 
Bue We mu/? deny ourfelves. ‘The voice of .réafon 
and confcieuce, revelation and juftice, the cries of 
the poor, and groans of our bleeding Country all 
require it! And now, my Friends, you have an 
opportunity to try your virtue. On the one hand, 
you have temporal intereft ftrongly inviting you to 
comply with the Exorbitancy of the times, on the 


‘other, duty to God, compaflion for the poor, regard 


for juftice, and love for your country, all urging you 
to defift. And now which Will you do? Still-follow 
after the mamnion of unrighteoufnefs, forfake your 
God, devour the poor, and deftroy your country, or 
nobly difplay your virtue, by every exertion, to fup- 
prefs extoriion; and put a ftop to the increafing 
calamities in the land? And even reduce yourfelves to 
that ftaté of poverty and want, which many, either do 
or will fuffer, whom you may have oppreffed, rather 
than violate your duty or deal unjuftly with your 
fellow men. Or, regardlefs of all thefe benevolent 
inotives, will you like the young man in the gofpel, 
20 away forrowful ? : 


But the queftion ftill returns, tho’ we are all fen- 
fible of the evil, yet how hall a reformation be 
effected ? What can one do alone? It may ‘be re- 
plied, if you are all fenfible of this, you are not alone. 
Unite therefore in your exertions; fixing it in’ your 
minds, that there muft be a reformation; or elfe we - 
are an undone people. for all the law, faith the 
Apoftle, zs fuiiilled in one word, even thig; Thou /balt 


= love 
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love thy ‘neighbour as thy felf. But if ye bite and 


devour oné another, take heed that ye be not confumed 
one of another. But do you fay, it is a dificult 
thing to Bring about a reformation? and afk how it_ 
thall be effected? Let me afk how you came into, 
this way 2 Did you find that a difficult thing ? 
Have not many taken pains to find out the higheft 
pitch of exorbitancy, left they fhould not have an 
equal hand in it? Are theré nor many, to their 
fhame, and remorfe of their own confciences, were 
they nor feared as with a hot iron, wha have hoard- . 
ed up'their goods, and withheld fupplies even from 
the neceffirous, pureefslF to extort Upon: them !— 
Were half the pains taken, and defires manifefted 
to effe&t a reformation, would it not be done?. In- 
quire therefore how this extortion arofe, and go back 
the fame way. 


But you will fay : perhaps, the evil is now become 


feneral; and confequently a flop cannet be put to it, 
unlefs the whole are agreed. 


_ Ic is become too general, we grant, and therefore 
the more calamitous ! But how came this to be fo ? 
Was it not produced by the influence of individuals? 
All public fins become general in the fame way—. 
A total declenfion fever took place in an inftant, 
Thefe evils begin firft with a few individuals— 
and by their influence diffufe themfelves, and become 
iach by degrees.—So it is with reformations: they 

ave always began with individuals. Ifa reforma- 
tion was not to commence, without the concurrent 
yoice of the community, we might defpair of it 
forever, If there is any fuch thing as reafoning from 
; Analogy; 


. 4 . 
Analogy, we can in this way have no reafon evet 
to expeé it. To reform a community is for indi- 
viduals to begin, and act with ail the influence they 
have. “ Such is our ftate,” as one obferves, “ that 
“each individual has a proportion of influence on 
“ fome neighbour at leaft; he on avother, and’ fo 
“on; as in a river the following drop urges rhac : 
“which is before; and every oie through the 
“ whole length of the ftream, has the like. influence. 
“ We know not whut individuals may do. We are 
“ not at liberty to lie dormant until we can at ouce. 
'* influence the whole. We miuft begin with the 
«weight we have. Should the lite fprings neg- 
« Je& to flow till a general agreement’ thould take 
place, the torrent that now bears down all be- 
“fore it, would never be formed. Thefe mighty - 
“ floods have their rife in fingle drops from the 
“ rocks, which uniting creep along till they meet 
“ with another combination fo fmiall that- it might 
“be abforbed by the traveller’s foot: Thefe unite, 
‘‘ proceed and enlarge ’till mountains tremble attheir 
“found! Let us receive inftruéion from the ftream.” 
You know hot therefore what you may do till you 
make the experiment. If you would exert your- 
felves, unite, combine, exclaim again{t the abhorred _ 
evil, and manifeft your deteftation of it by your own 
example, who can tell-what effect ic might have? 
Should you, with a fingle éye to the honor of God; 
the happinefs of your fellow-creatures, and good of 
your country, nobly refolte by divine grace to lofe > 
al), fuffer every thing, and even become beggars, 
rather than follow the multitude in. fin, who knows 
bur thro’ your influence a general reformation ight 
take place? Aad what a glorious thing would that. 
! You would no _ be the happier for it to 
all 
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all eternity! Should you be unfuccefsful in the ate 
tempt, yer {till remember it is inexpreflibly better 
to be fingularly virtuous, than fafhionably vile ; and 
infinitely more glorious to ftand alone in a g 
caufe with aconfcience unfpotted from the world, 
than to follow the current of vice, with numberlefs 
‘millions for our companions. ‘The teftimony ‘of a 
good confcience in death, will be infinitely preferable 
to theufends-of worlds like this. It will be but a 
poor confolation in the regions of defpair, that we ” 
did but foliow the multitude. As the damned are 
ho doubt tormenters of one another, fo the more 
companions there in mifery the greater will be the 
fofferings. Dives in Hell deprecated his brethren’s 
coming there, no doubt, left his own mifery fhould 
be encreafed, Be enfreated then’ to take this: matter 
into your ferious confideration, as we muft all anfwer 
for our condué at. the bar of GOD another day | 


It is faid, the public Authority have taken the 
thatter under their confiderationf. What will be 
the refult-of their deliberations and debates upon it, 
we know not.* Perhaps they will effect more, than 


_by 


® Since the above difcourfe was delivered, the General Court 

have pafled an ad, regulating all capital articles of trade, 
and’ produce of the couatty ; which, tho’ it cannot alter 
the difpofition of the people, yet if ftrialy obferved, muft 
put a check upon the ruinous avarice, and extortion of the 
times. It affords us a melancholy reflection, that our 
degeneracy has become fo exceedingly great, within the 
fpace of two years, as to require fuch an extraordinary 
meafare ! Nothiag but dire neceflity, we may prefume, 
wouldginduce the Court to make the attempt.‘ 


The operation of this aé& will;perhaps, for the prefent, affect the 


private intereft of fome individuals, . But notwithftandiog 
fi tiaeye tae gt this, 


’ 
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by many is expedited. Tt doubrlefs behooves them, 
I fpeak with freedom, and boldnefs, to mark out the 
peoples duty by their own Example. And does it 
not equally become the Minifters of the Gofpel, 
Merchants, Traders, Farmers, and every other de- 
nomination of men, to roufe up, and exert them- 
felyes to the utmoft, in their particular fpheres, to 
ftop ‘the growing evil, which threatens deftruction 
to our country? But whatever others may do, let 
us refolve, thro’ Chrift, whatever may be the con- 
fequence, that we ewillferve the Lord. Let what- 
ever will await us here, let us thro’ the Redeemer 
jecure an intereft in a better country, even an bea- 
yenly one. hot RS 
° 

But perhaps all that has been faid will have lictle 
or no effe&. Our public virtue and true concern 
for our country may be fo weak, our affections and 


charity fo.cold; and our temptations, and paffion for 


the world fo ftrong and urgent, that after all the 
warnings we have had, we fhall {till perhaps continue 
E 2 ee 


this, whoever confiders the difficulty of framing fuch a bill, 
and at the fame time, the abfolute neceflity of it, under 
our prefent circumftances, if a friend to jutice, his neigh- 
pour, and his country, can he do lefs than exert himfelf 
to the utmoft te carry it into execution? As few excep- 
tions perhaps can be taken againft it, as againft any bill of 
fach a” nature, that. might be formed. : 


“Can the generous foul, the chriftian, the friend of man, and - 


lover of his country, be fo deftitute of public virtue, fo 
 felfith, contracted, and unjuft,,as to fee his neighbour de-, 


voured, the poor of the Jand fail, and his country fink in - 


- ruin, rather than forego a little of his‘own private intereft 


- to prevent fuch amazing calamities | Charity forbids thg_ 


~ thought !=—— 
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inthe fame-courfe, as did the Jews, tll involved in 
a ompleat deftruction ! . : 
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Bat whether you will hear, or forbear, God 
_ commands his Minifters to cry alond, and. not Spare 
to fhow his people their tranfereffions: 1 amcom- 
miffioned in the fervice of Chrift; and ye are wit- 
befits, that I am fworn to be faithful. Therefore, 
while | have a finger to write, or tongue to fpeak, 
Cori Jejus frengthning me, 1 will fpeak, declare, 
and bear teltimony again{t the abominations of 
the land. - a beak wae oy 


_ I therefore again urge your attention to this im- 
_ -poiisn: aitair, “The caufe 1 am pleading is the 
¢aufe of GOD, and’ my country, the caufe of the 
poor and oppreffed. TI am this day an advocate for 
the poor, the widow, and the fatherlefs. My heart 
akes for the diftrefled! I tremble for my Country ! 
and for all of you, my Hearers, who are involved 
_ ip the general guile! O my dearly beloved flock, 

for whofe fuls 1 am to watch, as one that maf? give 
‘an occount, be intreated, by the tender mercies of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, to come out from among the 
fins, and abominations of the times, of every deno- 
mination. Methinks, the voice of God to youris, come. 
out, my people, from among them, and be ye Separate ; 
touch not the unclean thing ; and I will-veceive you. 
Cine out from among them,—be no longer partaker of 
their fins, lef? ye be partaker of their plagues } 1 
‘therefore again befeech your attention to this matter: 
and urge you, by every bond of chriftianity, equity 
and juftice—by every tender feeling of humanity, 
~and compaffion for the poor; and by every tie 
of love and friendhhip to your country to he 


eS, 
from. extortion, atid oppreffion of évery kind! Let 


the expreflive threatening and encouraging language 
of the facred fcriptures, deter you from this evil ;— 


For he that by unjuf? gain increafeth his fubftance, — 


foall gather tt for him that will pity the poor—— 
Wo tc him that coveteth an evil covetoufne/s ta his 
houfe—that he may be delivered from the power of 
evil.-He that opprefeth the poor to -increafe bis 
riches, foall furely come to want.— For the oppreffion 
of the poor, and the fighing of the needy, now will 
I arife, faith the Lord.~And "F will be a fwift 
witnefs again? thofe that opprefs the hireling in 
his wages, the widow, and. the fatherlefs—But + 


he that dé[pifeth the gain of oppreffion, that foaketh — 


his hands from helding of bribes, that ftoppeth bis 
ear from bearing of blood, and fhuiteth his eyes from 
feeing of evil: He fball dwell on high: his place of 
defence fhall be the munition of rocks, bread fhall be 
given him, -his waters Shall be fure. : 


I would once more urge your moft fpeedy and 
yigorous efforts to fupprefs the growing calamity, 
from a confideration of the goodnefs, and mercy of 
God toward us thro’ the courfe of the laft year, 
as we would with for a more happy one in the 
enfuing. The favor of God hath been extended 
towards usin numberlefs inftances. Have we not 
been carried thro’ another calamitous year; and 
ftill live to praife him, while thoufands, who lived 
the laft New-Year’s Day are no more! What is 
the language of divine goodnefs-in this? Is it not — 
exprefled in thefe words of our Savior ? This is 
my commandment that ye love one another, as I have 
loved you. But where is our love if we bite and 
: ; devour 


- 
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"devour one another? Great and important events. 
are before us, which, as fome imagine, will in a~ 


reat meafure determine our public controverfy, 
either for or again{t us before the year clofes, upon 
which we have this day entered. Who of us may 
‘live to fee it, God alone knows! O let us fuffer 
the things then, which have been fuggefted, deeply 
to imprefs, and affe& our minds, as we would hope 


for the fmiles of Providence upon us, and our Jand.. 


O may every ones who has a heart to pray, moft 
devoutly folicit HP thr sine of grace, that God, for. 
Chrift’s fake, would pour out a {pirit of reforma- 
* tion upon us, and upoa our Jand, For, according 


to all human probabilities, unlefs this takes place, - 


. we are a devoted, undone people ! Should the time 
_ come, in which we fhall all fee it, then I truft you 
will be witneffes for me, that in this particular, 
Tam free from jhe blood of my Country, and of 
your Souls, Ee So Bs cee 


AMEN. 
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